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Annual Report Charts Growth in Charitable Giving in 2024-2025

(Note to Editors: A complete copy of the 2024-2025 Annual Report of Charitable
Solicitation Licensing can be found online at www.sosnc.gov.)

RALEIGH - Overall charitable giving in North Carolina grew in the past year as North
Carolina’s giving public met challenging times with generosity.

The just-released 2024-2025 North Carolina Secretary of State Charitable Solicitation
Licensing (CSL) Annual Report finds that between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025,
licensed fundraisers collected $48,139,520.61 for charities — a $21 million increase from
overall giving in North Carolina in 2023-2024. Charities netted $35,876,798.02 of that
overall giving for their programs, a $19.4 million increase from the amount netted in
2023-2024. The aggregate percentage of 74.53% going to charities’ programs represents
an increase of almost 14% from the aggregate percentage that went to charities in the
report for 2023-2024.

“Despite the effects of rising cost of living concerns and other economic challenges,
North Carolinians responded to growing needs with generosity and focused on making
wise choices with their charitable donations, creating impressive growth in overall giving
and in the percentage being netted by charities,” said Secretary of State Elaine F.
Marshall on Monday. “We’ve seen an incredible response to relief efforts in our western
counties following the devastation of Hurricane Helene. I always encourage North
Carolina’s giving public to use our Annual Report and Charitable Solicitation registry to
research nonprofits as they make decisions with their charitable donations this holiday
season and all year.”

The increase in this year’s report is also due in part to fundraising activity of groups
involved in economic development and civic issues in North Carolina that may not fit
into the traditional connotation of “charity” typically associated with this report, but that
are subject to the same reporting requirements. A total of $10,871,511 of gross receipts in
giving resulted from campaigns for four economic development organizations across
North Carolina.

This year’s annual report also shows notably improved numbers reported from national
fundraising campaigns that included North Carolina donors. Multi-state campaigns using
professional fundraisers took in a total of $1,076,961,243.74 — an increase of almost $718
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https://www.sosnc.gov/divisions/charities/annual_reports

million from total giving reported to the Charitable Solicitation Licensing Division from
national fundraising campaigns in 2023-2024. Of that total, charities netted
$838,419,263.85 or 77.85%, an 11.78% increase from the aggregate percentage that went
to charitable services in 2023-2024.

Secretary Marshall released the 2024-2025 Annual Report Monday at the Durham
Rescue Mission, which has served the Durham community for more than five decades
through emergency services, long-term recovery programs, education, and employment
support.

The annual report is a snapshot of giving under North Carolina’s Charitable Solicitations
statute (§ 131F) and is not a comprehensive view of all charitable giving in the state.

The Secretary of State’s Office licenses charities and nonprofit organizations that:

e Use professional fundraising services for their solicitation campaigns,

e Compensate their officers,

e Or, raise at least $50,000 and are not exempt from state law for reasons
such as being a religious institution or volunteer fire department or
educational institution.

While the Secretary of State’s Office regulates fundraising activity, pursuant to federal
case law it cannot legally penalize a charity for using the majority of its donations on
fundraising or administrative overhead.

The complete 2024-2025 Charitable Solicitation Licensing Annual Report is available on
the Secretary of State’s website at www.sosnc.gov. People with questions about
individual charities or charitable solicitation activities in general can call the Secretary of
State’s Charitable Solicitation Licensing Division at 1-888-830-4989.
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