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More than $1.1 Million in Counterfeit Merchandise
Seized in Homecoming, Flea Market, and State Fair Sweeps

RALEIGH - During the month of October, three investigative sweeps at the request of and in
coordination with North Carolina A&T State University, Winston-Salem State University, and
North Carolina Central University during homecoming activities resulted in the seizure of
merchandise bearing counterfeit collegiate and professional sports trademarks, as well as other
high-end designer brands like Ray-Ban, Gucci, Rolex, Chanel, Louis Vitton, Polo, and Nike. The
counterfeits seized during the three campus homecoming operations had an estimated retail value
of nearly $860,000. Estimated retail value is the amount the genuine trademarked items would
sell for.

In addition, acting on tips from N.C. Anti-Counterfeiting Task Force members, Secretary of State
Trademark Enforcement Agents, in coordination with North Carolina Department of Agriculture
State Fairgrounds Police seized more than $208,000 in counterfeit merchandise, including more
than 500 counterfeit Labubu plush dolls, watches, and T-Shirts. Some of these dolls had either
missing or broken parts that could be a choking hazard. Also seized was counterfeit MLB, NFL,
and NBA merchandise, and high-end designer branded jewelry. Also, an operation at the Hickory
Flea Market resulted in nearly $85,000 in counterfeit merchandise being seized.

“I know everyone wants to find a bargain, but when you buy counterfeits you are getting poor
quality products, many with health and safety issues like loose parts that can be a choking
hazard, and you may be funding other dangerous ventures like organized crime, human
trafficking, and terrorism,” said North Carolina Secretary of State Elaine F. Marshall. “In
addition, you are hurting local communities that rely on sales taxes to fund things like police and
fire services.”

Our alumni, students, fans and others deserve to know they are buying the real thing when
coming to event like Homecoming,” said North Carolina A&T State University Police Chief
Robert Hassell. “Just as important is that these counterfeits take away support that our students
receive through legitimate purchases of merchandise, royalties from which go exclusively to
financial aid.”



The sweeps were led by Secretary of State Special Agents with the assistance of the Secretary of
State Anti-Counterfeiting Task Force Agents from North Carolina A&T State, Winston-Salem
State, and North Carolina Central University Police Departments, Davie and Edgecombe County
Sheriff Offices, Angier, East Spencer, Greensboro, Middlesex, New Bern, and Newton Police
Departments. Assistance was also provided by the North Carolina Department of Agriculture
State Fairgrounds Police and HSI.

The Department of the Secretary of State is responsible for enforcing laws against counterfeiters
who misuse trademarks, harm legitimate trademark holders and endanger public health and
safety. Secretary Marshall created the NC Anti-Counterfeiting Task Force in 2004. Over the past
21 years, the Task Force has taken more than $200 million in counterfeits off the streets.
Secretary Marshall was awarded the 2019 Brand Protection Hero Award from the Center for
Anti-Counterfeiting and Product Protection for her work combating counterfeiting.

If you see suspected counterfeit safety and health products being sold, please report it to the NC
Secretary of State’s Office and anticounterfeit@sosnc.gov. If you see such products being sold
online, take a screen shot and include the link in your email.

Cutline: See examples above of counterfeit Labubu plush dolls seized with broken parts that
could present a choking hazard.
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